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Standing on the Shoulders of Giants

My academic geneaology because of Stella Dafermos goes
back to Maxwell, Newton, and Galileo!
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Female OR Pioneers
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The INFORMS History & Traditions Website

This website, a continuing work in process, includes profiles
of more than 230 historic individuals as well as the historic
institutions, methodologies and application areas with which
they are associated. It incorporates images, bibliographic
citations and links to online material, including oral history
interviews, archives, and memoirs. The great preponderance
of material, including relevant papers in INFORMS
publications, is open access. The site is a public resource for
research, teaching, and the enjoyment of those interested in
the history of OR/MS. It will continue to grow as new
material becomes available.

• 3 of the 47 oral interviews are with females: Land,
Shoemaker, and Wright; their bios plus Liebman’s bio are
included. About 2% of the bios on the website are of
females.
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INFORMS Fellows

INFORMS Fellows are examples of outstanding lifetime
achievement in operations research and the management
sciences. They have demonstrated exceptional
accomplishments and made significant contributions to the
advancement of OR/MS over a period of time. Their service
to the profession and to INFORMS has culminated in
election to the INFORMS Fellow Award.

• 4 out of the 125 INFORMS Fellows in the inaugural class
of 2002 were females (3.2%): Karla Hoffman, Judith
Liebman, Elisabeth Pate’-Cornell, and Margaret Wright.

• In 2006, about 5% of the INFORMS Fellows were female
and, as of 2024, about 10%. Approximately 27% of the
INFORMS members identify as female.
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Subjectto Video Interviews by Anand Subramanian

Anand Subramanian has conducted 98 video podcast
interviews, with videos posted on the Subjectto youtube
channel. He began this podcast in 2021 and those
interviewed represent 24 different nationalities. Residents of
82 countries have accessed his podcast with about 10,000
hours watched. Number of female guests: 35. Number of
male guests: 63.
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Books on the History / Herstory of OR are Important

43 males are profiled in the 2011 Assad Gass book.
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INFORMS Tutorial
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Female Leadership

Some data on female leadership of our professional societies:
In the 20th century there were two female Presidents:
Judith Liebman (ORSA, 1987) and Karla Hoffman
(INFORMS, 1998).

The below Tables of data are thanks to Graham Rand, and
his Commentary on Carroll & Esposito Amideo, “Gender
Equality: Opportunities and Challenges for the OR
Community,” published in JORS in 2024.
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Editors-in-Chief

There have been no female Editors-in-Chief of the journal
Management Science (11 males), the European Journal of
Operational Research (15 males), and the Journal of the
Operational Research Society (17 males).

This year, after 13 male editors, the Editor-in-Chief of
Operations Research became Amy Ward.

Several other INFORMS journals now have a female as
Editor-in-Chief.
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First Discussion Paper in JORS Published in 2024
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Some Data on Members, Thanks to INFORMS!
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The Future is Bright But Investment is Needed

It is very important that we codify the history / herstory of
OR for different age groups.
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The Future is Bright But Investment is Needed

• The skillsets of our students are highly sought after.

• Our discipline continues to advance methodologies as well
as applications. Many of our tools are used by those in
different disciplines.

• Our members are regularly contacted by the media to
inform and comment on current events and issues.

• INFORMS has done a great job in terms of advocacy and
outreach.

• Quite a few INFORMS members are engaged in writing
OpEds, etc.

• More are being called to advise the government (harkens
to the origins of OR).
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The Future is Bright But Investment is Needed

• We need better name recognition by the public,
corporations, future students, practitioners, government
officials, decision-makers, etc.

• The OR discipline arose from applications in practice,
including military applications and logistics. Tighter
interfaces between academics and practitioners are needed.

• There are various initiatives in Europe regarding OR
outreach that might be useful to expand.

• Grateful that we have begun serious discussions about
gender and OR and are celebrating the discipline’s greatness!
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