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My first, substantive experience with international 
collaborations, after my receipt of my PhD from Brown 
University, was taking part in a European Advanced Summer 
Institute in Umea, Sweden, June 9-28, 1986.

At this Institute it was announced that I was the recipient of the 
Kempe Prize, along with Professor Jacques Thisse, which led 
to stronger connections with Sweden.



  

When I was approached several years later to 
apply for a Distinguished Guest Professorship 
at the Royal Institute of Technology (KTH) in 
Stockholm, Sweden, in a competition across all 
fields, I did so. KTH wished to increase the 
visibility of female academics.

From June -December 1996, I assumed this 
appointment, taught a course there, and had 
offices in two different departments.



  

During this period, my family and I lived at the Wenner 
Gren Center in Stockholm. This is a community of 
international scholars and researchers (150 
families). Living and working in Sweden was an 
outstanding experience.

In order to continue the linkages that were established, 
in 2000, I applied for, and received, a grant from 
NSF – U.S.-Sweden Collaborative Research: 
Sustainable Transportation and Land Use in the 
Information Society.

As part of this grant, a doctoral student of mine spent 
time at KTH.



  

The experiences in Sweden led me to actively 
pursue other international collaborations and 
experiences (over and above the usual 
international conferences).

In 2001, I was awarded a Fulbright / University 
of Innsbruck  Distinguished Faculty Chaired 
Professorship and my family and I lived from 
March – June, 2002, in Innsbruck, Austria.



  



  

While at the University of Innsbruck, I taught several 
courses, conducted research, and my family and I 
had experiences that we treasure to this day. We 
have returned on several occasions.

Also, one of my students there, Tina Wakolbinger, 
later became my PhD student at the Isenberg 
School of Management at UMass Amherst. She is 
now a Full Professor at the Vienna University of 
Economics and Business.



  

The international collaborations multiplied and together 
with Braess, we translated from German to English 
the Braess (1968) article with this famous paradox:

             On a Paradox of Traffic Planning

by Braess, Nagurney, Wakolbinger, which appeared
in the November 2005 issue of Transportation Science 



  

Sometimes one has to travel to 
forge international collaborations, 

and, sometimes, one gets 
approached to participate in 
international collaborations.

It is important to avail oneself of 
funding for such collaborations.



  

Two female researchers, Patrizia Daniele, from Italy,  
and Monica-Gabriela Cojocaru, based in Canada, 
the country of my birthplace, had been following 
and citing my research and had contacted me.

In order to further our research (and to allow us to 
meet, face to face) I applied for a Rockefeller 
Foundation Bellagio Center team residency at the 
Center on Lake Como, Italy.
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2005-2006, I was one of twelve Science Fellows at 
the Radcliffe Institute for  Advanced Study  at 
Harvard University.

Professor Daniele visited me for several months 
there and we worked with Professor David Parkes 
of Harvard on dynamic networks.



 

In March 2008, I was a Fulbright Senior Specialist in Business 
Administration at the University of Catania,  Italy.

Professor Patrizia Daniele and  I organized a workshop on 
complex networks, and I  gave several lectures, plus reviewed 

the curriculum in operations research there.



 

In May 2008, I organized the Workshop: Humanitarian 
Logistics: Networks for Africa, under the auspices of the 

Rockefeller Foundation's Bellagio Center Conference 
Programs; http://hlogistics.isenberg.umass.edu/



 

Virtual Center for Supernetworks Virtual Center for Supernetworks 



 

Now that several of my former doctoral students have 
academic positions in different countries  this 
further extends our international collaborations.

Other recent international activities have included 
serving on the Advisory Board of a European Union 
funded project COMISEF and on the Advisory 
Council of the Networks Laboratory in Russia.

The opportunities to serve as an external examiner on 
doctoral dissertations is another great experience. I 
have done this for doctoral students in Norway, 
New Zealand, and Canada.



 

It is a real honor and privilege to be 
appointed a Visiting Professor at the 
School of Business, Economics and 
Law at the University of Gothenburg.

This week I will be speaking on some of 
my research on supply chains and on 
financial networks. These are two topics 
 of great interest to me.



 

I look forward to collaborations with you 
on a variety of networks themes from 
transportation and logistics to 
sustainability to finance and economics.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak 
today.



  http://supernet.isenberg.umass.edu
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