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Today's Supply Chain Networks

Supply chain networks are the underpinning skeletons of the
business world. These networks, more and more, are global in
nature, with products consisting of parts manufactured in different
regions of the world, assembled in yet other locations, and then
shipped across continents and oceans to retailers and consumers.

Such complex networks consist of manufacturers (and their
suppliers), shippers and carriers using various modes of
transportation, distribution centers where the products are stored,
and, ultimately, sent from to the customers.

Supply chains involve many decision-makers interacting with one
another, sometimes competing, and at other times necessarily
cooperating.
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Supply chain networks depend on infrastructure networks for their
effective and efficient operations from: manufacturing and
logistical networks, to transportation networks, to electric power
networks, financial networks, and telecommunication networks,
most, notably, the Internet.

No supply chain, logistics system, or infrastructure system is
immune to disruptions and as long as there have been supply
chains there have been disruptions.

However, in the past decade there have been vivid high-profile
examples of supply chain disruptions and their impacts. Supply
chain disruptions and the associated risk are major topics now in
theoretical and applied research, as well as in practice, since risk in
the context of supply chains may be associated with the
production /procurement processes, the transportation/shipment of
the goods, and/or the demand markets.
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The NE Paradigm is the Unifying Paradigm:

* Transportation Networks

*The Internet

* Financial Networks

* Decentralized Supply Chains.





